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Welcome Letter from the Secretary General:

Dear Delegates,

It is my pleasure to welcome you all to ITSMUN’22, the fifth annual session of Izmir

TAKEV Schools Model United Nations Conference. We are more than thrilled to meet you

at our conference between the 10th and 12th of April, 2022.

Our theme for this year’s ITSMUN is ‘‘Future Awaits’’, representing the notion of hope in a

chaotic world. We chose ‘‘Future Awaits’’ because we sincerely believe that our world is

waiting for its young leaders, pioneers, and collaborators like you to find solutions to the

most crucial global problems.

ITSMUN’22 will draw attention to creating new and applicable solutions for current and

past world issues and work on creating better solutions for the past, present, and future.

The delegates at ITSMUN’22 will be representing various countries and debating on

solutions as they are in the committees and councils of the United Nations.

At ITSMUN’22, we are sure that you will be meeting a future version of yourself, someone

full of enthusiasm and joy and eager to learn from others. We are looking forward to

meeting young ideas and great debates this April.

We aim to create the conference experience we all have missed over the last two years

and hope to exceed your expectations doing so. We hope that ITSMUN’22 becomes a

memorable experience for all.

Yours Sincerely,

Idil Secil

Secretary General of ITSMUN’22
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Letter from the Under-Secretary General:

Dear Delegates, 

It is a great pleasure to welcome you all to ITSMUN’22 as the Under Secretary General of

the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees Committee. My name is Ege EREN

and I am a 12th grade student at Bahçeşehir College Izmir. The agenda item of our

committee is Protecting the Rights of Refugee Women and Children. 

I strongly believe that this committee will be the best amongst all in terms of the intensity

of debate because of the controversy its concerns cause. I highly encourage you all to

share your ideas confidently and have a fruitful debate. 

If you have any questions about the committee, feel free to contact me at

egeeren2003@icloud.com / @egee.erenn on social media.  I’ll also be present during the

conference to help anybody with any questions they might have. 

Kindest Regards, 

Ege Eren 

Under Secretary General of UNHCR Committee
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Introduction to the Committee 

The United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) strives to ensure the right

to seek asylum and find refuge in another State to everyone, with the option to eventually

return home, integrate or resettle. It serves to aid and protect refugees, forcibly displaced

communities, and stateless people, and to assist in their voluntary repatriation, local

integration or resettlement to a third country. During times of displacement, UNHCR

provides critical emergency assistance in various forms such as clean water, healthcare,

shelter and food. UNHCR also works on income-generating projects for refugees who

settle.

Introduction to the Topic 

Women and children account for over 80% of the world's refugee population. Despite this,

they are making modest progress under the international refugee regime. This

sluggishness is evident in the evolution of legal protections for women and children, as

well as the physical protection they receive while in refugee settings. 
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War, violence, and displacement can have negative economical, psychological, and

protection consequences for women and children, as well as their future. They face many

obstacles throughout their journey including violence and discrimination, whether it’s in

their home country or while fleeing for safety, in refugee camps. These effects could have

long-term consequences for individuals, communities, and cultures, as well as

intergenerational ramifications for women. However, it is critical to remember that they

should not be seen as passive victims since they are vital members of their communities.

The protection of refugee women's and children's rights and well-being is critical to the

development of more peaceful countries.

At a time when the international community is assessing its successes in the refugee

environment, promoting a gender and child-centered agenda is both more vital and more

difficult. The Refugee Convention, which includes the right of refugees not to be forcefully

returned to their homeland, has been ratified by around 140 countries. As more individuals

flee political upheavals caused by rogue regimes and guerilla forces, mass influxes of

refugees continue unabated. More people are moving than ever before, some voluntarily

and others forcibly. 

Large population movements have heightened countries' worries about their sovereign

right to decide who is allowed and who is not allowed to cross their borders. Despite their

commitments under the Refugee Convention, governments have shown a growing

aversion to hosting large refugee populations and implementing costly refugee status

determination processes. They have also demonstrated intolerance for irregular migration,

human smuggling, and trafficking. Countries are forced to strike a careful balance between

refugee protection and self-interested migration policy, which is frequently ineffectual. 

The growing acknowledgement of women's and children's human rights provides an

important backdrop to the difficulties affecting refugee women and children. This

acknowledgment comes mostly from women's and refugee rights advocates, and the

UNHCR established its first Policy on Refugee Women in 1990, following the 1985 World

Conference on Women. The 1991 Guidelines on the Protection of Refugee Women and

the 1995 Guidelines on Sexual Violence against Refugees: Prevention and Response

bolstered the policy.
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In 1988, the UNHCR issued Guidelines for Refugee Children, and in 1993, it issued a

Policy on Refugee Children. In 1994, it released revised and updated Guidelines on the

Protection and Care of Refugee Children, as well as Guidelines on Policies and

Procedures in Dealing with Unaccompanied Children Seeking Asylum.

These principles, taken together, assist field workers in all areas of refugee support in identifying the special

difficulties that women and children face. They also understand that physical protection and help are

inextricably linked. Inadvertently, poor planning in aid initiatives affects the protection of women and

children. 

The Refugee Women's Guidelines, as well as the Sexual Violence Guidelines, encourage

refugee women to participate fully in decision-making and planning. The CRC's principles

are embraced by the Refugee Children's Guidelines and the Children Asylum Seekers'

Guidelines, most notably that the survival and development of a child is founded on the

primacy of the "best interests of the child" norm. The Guidelines also respect a child's right

to be heard and participate in decision-making, as well as his or her right to be free of

discrimination based on national, social, or ethnic background. 

Despite the admirable intentions outlined in UNHCR's guidelines, policy execution in field

programs is at best inconsistent.
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Special efforts to ensure the physical protection of refugee women and children are

frequently overlooked in favor of what officials agree are more immediate necessities, such

as food, housing, sanitation, and health care.

However, the needs and rights of refugee women and children are not sufficiently

addressed in programs in these sectors. 

Refugee women and children bear the brunt of these shortcomings. Rape, sexual slavery,

forced prostitution, forced marriages, abduction, and forced military recruitment are all

more common among them, they have greater mortality rates than refugee men. Women

are regularly excluded from skills training and micro-enterprise programs, while children

are frequently denied educational chances. 

These issues are well-known to donor and host governments, UNHCR, and its

implementing partners. Refugee and human rights organizations are increasingly noting

and documenting the consequences of a lack of protection and preparedness for women

and children. Over forty reports have been published by the Women's Commission for

Refugee Women and Children, analyzing protection issues for women and children in

refugee settings around the world. Human Rights Watch and Amnesty International have

both issued reports confirming the failure to address the needs of women and children.

Outside actors' campaigning is rapidly gaining traction for reform. 

Whether or not refugee

women and children lose or

gain safety and security is

determined by a variety of

circumstances, including their

family situations, their

environment, their survival

mechanisms, and the

enforcement of legal and

normative rules of behavior.
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As a result, all aspects of refugee care - assistance, education, social service and

community development, income production, psychosocial support, and the design of

refugee camps and settlements - are intended to take protection into account.

This is a widely held belief that has been poorly reflected in practice. Physical protection

procedures are just now being strengthened, despite the fact that legal protection is

explicit and crucial to UNHCR's work. UNHCR now recognizes the need to respond to

incidents of rape, sexual exploitation, domestic abuse, trafficking, juvenile military

recruitment, and other human rights violations against specific children, thanks to years of

pressure by campaigners for female and child protection.

Staffing in Field Operations 

In practice, there is little response to abuses because protection officers often do not learn

that they are occurring. The problems must be identified by humanitarian workers who are

in daily contact with the refugees and who have established a sufficient relationship for the

refugees to have the confidence to bring the grievances to their attention. In the current

system, there is a division of labor that makes it difficult to identify and address problems

of daily protection. 

Humanitarian workers monitor material

assistance needs and usually focus

only on the logistics of shelter, food, or

medical care. They are not trained to

identify how aid delivery affects

vulnerability. Protection officers are

called in when their attention is

needed, but the few official protection

officers who are on the ground where

refugees are living are usually

responsible for multiple camps/settlements.
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For most of them, their work priorities are in the capital, where they are needed to

negotiate with host country officials, advocate against refoulement, act as asylum judges,

or handle individual resettlement cases. 

Today, social protection work falls primarily within the purview of community service

workers. Community service workers have the most personal contact with refugees and

are most likely to identify protection issues, such as rape and domestic violence, that need

to be addressed jointly with protection officers.

They can also strengthen refugees' ability to protect themselves by organizing the camp

and helping each other. Yet community service officers are accorded little prestige within

UNHCR. Both evaluations, as well as others, found that integration and collaboration

between community service and protection work remains inadequate. The

studies also found that community services staff, particularly local staff, do not receive the

training they need and want and are likely to be the first to be laid off when staff are

reduced.

Keywords

Refugee: Refugees are people who have fled war, violence, conflict or persecution and

have crossed an international border to find safety in another country. 

Gender-Based Violence (GBV): GBV is violence directed against a person because of

that person’s gender or violence that affects people of a particular gender

disproportionately. 

Asylum Seeker: An individual who is seeking international protection. In countries with

individualized procedures, an asylum-seeker is someone whose claim has not yet been

finally decided on by the country in which the claim is submitted. 

Community-Based Approach: An inclusive partnership strategy that recognizes and

builds on the capacities and resources of people of concern, enabling their participation

throughout the programme cycle to ensure their protection and sustainable ownership. 
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Migrants: Migrants are people moving to another country for other reasons beyond

conflict and persecution. 

Internationally Displaced People: Internally displaced people that are seeking safety in

other parts of their country. 

Age, Gender and Diversity Approach (AGD): An approach to humanitarian action that

aims to ensure that all affected people can enjoy their rights on an equal footing and

participate meaningfully in the decisions that affect their lives, families and communities. 

Gender Related Persecution: A non-legal term encompassing the range of different

claims in which gender is a relevant consideration in the determination of refugee status. 

Useful Links
https://www.unhcr.org/events/campaigns/5fc126314/protecting-the-rights-of-refugee-wo

men.html 

https://www.unhcr.org/excom/ecores/3ae69eee14/refugee-displaced-women-children.ht

ml 

https://www.coe.int/en/web/commissioner/-/human-rights-of-refugee-and-migrant-wome

n-and-girls-need-to-be-better-protected 

https://www.worldfuturecouncil.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/wfc_protecting-refugee

women_v07_FINAL.pdf 

https://www.womensrefugeecommission.org/research-resources/protecting-rights-of-ref

ugees-and-asylum-seekers-recommendations-to-biden-administration/ 

https://www.refworld.org/pdfid/54589a6a4.pdf 

http://eprints.lse.ac.uk/110299/1/Muthiah_protecting_women_and_girls_published.pdf 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/343938559_Human_Rights_of_Women_Refu

gees 
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